Zygomycosis: A report of eleven cases and a review of the Brazilian literature.
Eleven cases of zygomycosis (mucormycosis) observed throughout an eighteen year period (1982-2000) have been reviewed. The most important demographic and clinical data of seven patients were tabulated. The remaining four are related as illustrative cases. Seven patients presented with the pulmonary form of the disease; two patients presented with the pulmonary manifestation associated with sinusitis; and two patients presented with the rhinocerebral form. Predisposing conditions, in decreasing order of frequency, were diabetes mellitus (6), renal transplantation (2), associated with pancreas-kidney transplantation and diabetes (1), bone marrow aplasia (1), and chronic obstructive lung disease treated with corticosteroids (1). The diagnoses were based on the detection of characteristic zygomycetous hyphae in tissue. The causative organim was isolated and identified in only four cases; three were due to Rhizopus arrhizus, and one to Absidia corymbifera. In addition the Brazilian literature on zygomycosis is reviewed.